HAL PLATZKERE


343 Cherry Bend


Merion, PA 19066


(610) 664-3198 (home) 610-989-9090 (office) (610) 664-4058 (fax)


hplatzkere@comcast.net
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OBJECTIVE:	Seeking a senior communications role on a corporate leadership team, where proven experience in strategic planning and creative execution will drive business results. 





SUMMARY:	Experienced public relations professional. Career spans corporate, agency, government, broadcast journalism and video production settings, with successes in:


Creating and implementing communications strategies, tactics and tools for senior management, consistent with overall company goals


Working with national, local and trade media to communicate company objectives, business developments and crisis communications, via print, broadcast and other electronic media, consistent with company's "one voice" communications policy


Building and maintaining consistent positive working relationships with the outside media


Writing major press releases and accompanying communication plans


Developing communications initiatives to provide employees with the tools needed to work more effectively and efficiently in a diverse global workforce


Articulating performance results and significant business developments to the media, shareholders, financial analysts and employees, via news releases, annual reports, videoconferences, and shareholder meetings


Identifying constituencies whose support is important to the company's success, such as key trade associations, and establishing open channels of communications with those groups


Directing creative resources relating to all print and electronic media, including design photography, videography, Web-based publishing, and message distribution


Leading and directing staff and external vendors





PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE AND SELECTED ACCOMPLISHMENTS





Capital Growth Management, Inc., Radnor, PA				      2002- Present


Director – Marketing Communications & Media Relations





Responsible for full range of communications programs including media relations and web development/creative for this registered investment advisor with some $100 million of global client assets under management. Support CEO in his role as President of SAAFTI , the premier organization for investment advisors who believe in utilizing investment strategies designed to protect clients against market downturns and capitalize on up trends in the market. Collectively, they manage an estimated $15 billion in client assets.





GE Capital Real Estate, Stamford, CT						       2000 - 2002


Director – Corporate Communications & Media Relations





Direct global communications, advertising and public relations programs for this $20 billion, GE subsidiary offering real estate financing and related services. Report to Senior Vice President Marketing and work closely with all senior management team members.





Create, implement and manage global marketing communications programs


Supervise development and execution of global advertising campaigns, collateral production, 


and media relations.


Produce monthly global video webcasts for employees, and quarterly global video conferences


Develope marketing communications group of six employees and a network of outside agencies and vendors.


Lead development of internet and intranet expansion process for communication to global customer base and work force.


Manage annual budget of $3 million.
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W. R. Grace & Co., Columbia, MD  						               1999 - 2000


Director - Corporate Communications & Media Relations





Created and managed worldwide external and internal communications programs to advance corporate goals and strategies for this $1.2 billion specialty chemical company with 6,500 employees and operations in 40 countries. Reported to Senior Vice President Public Affairs and worked closely with President, CFO and other key senior management team members.


Developed and directed broad-based crisis communications program, successfully managing negative impacts of broadcast and print media reports on Asbestos health risks.


Created special issue website.


Managed proactive media relations campaign in support of business objectives.


Supervised the monitoring of consumer/trade press.


Communicated organizational mission, vision and values to global, multilingual audience.


Initiated new PR tools and projects to better meet communication needs.


Directed design, development and execution of annual report, investor video presentation, corporate website and employee incentive awards program.


Led development of an expanded Intranet to communicate key information to global workforce.


Strengthened basic PR tools and processes within the department.


Developed case histories based on current situations aimed at improving company's overall internal and external communications.


Assisted senior vice president in planning and developing Company-wide communication strategies.


Served as liaison for special projects and events.


Integrated PR activities with other communication functions, i.e., investor relations and legal affairs


Managed annual budget of $3.5 million.





GMAC Commercial Mortgage, Horsham, PA					              1996 - 1998


Sr. Vice President - Corporate Communications						                             





Directed external and internal communications programs for this $50 billion General Motors subsidiary offering real estate financing and related services. Served as principal executive working with the President, Chief Operating Officer, senior management and division heads. 


Developed a marketing communications group of seven employees and network of outside agencies and vendors.


Created, implemented, and managed worldwide marketing communications plan. 


Synthesized complex issues to formulate official corporate position.


Managed $6 million budget. 


Consulted with various department heads on the inherent news value of their projects and activities and the PR opportunities presented.


Supervised development and execution of advertising and public relations programs, outside PR colleagues and vendors involved in the creation and distribution of annual reports, global advertising campaigns, collateral production, and media relations. 


Member of corporate senior management team





PR Connection	, Bala Cynwyd, PA                                                                                         1982 - 1996


President


						


Specialized in creating innovative public relations sales and marketing programs, strategic communications plans, and support services for a vast array of major corporations, agencies and their clients throughout the United States, incorporating entrepreneurial attitude and creative flair. 


Served as chief spokesperson and key counselor to senior management on marketing and public relations issues. 


Developed press tours and video news releases, with a heavy emphasis on media relations and placement. 


Planned large-scale international corporate meetings.


Produced multi-media programs and video presentations for global marketing meetings, trade shows and videoconferences.  Cleo-award winning broadcast producer


Clients included Campbell Soup Company, General Mills, Sony, United Airlines, Nike, Godiva Worldwide, The New York Stock Exchange, the U.S. Olympic Committee, and the Federal Reserve Bank of Philadelphia
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Spiro & Associates, Advertising & Public Relations, Philadelphia, PA                              1979 - 1982


Full-service independent advertising and public relations agency operating in the Philadelphia region.


Account Supervisor					





Account executive responsible for media relations and special projects for variety of clients including Penn Mutual Life Insurance Company, ARAMARK, and Wharton School of Business.


Managed a multi-million dollar corporate advertising and PR program, including special TV projects for ARAMARK. 


Created and implemented national corporate awareness program for Penn Mutual Life Insurance Company and the Amateur Athletic Union. 


Produced TV coverage of The Wharton/Reliance Symposium for PBS Television. 





MAI/Sorbus, Inc., King of Prussia, PA                                                                                    1977 - 1979


Director of Corporate Communications & Advertising	





Directed and developed national trade and advertising programs.  Planned and coordinated corporate communications programs and national computer trade shows.  Managed all phases of meeting 


planning for international sales and marketing conferences.  Directed and managed staff of five full-time employees. 





Insurance Federation of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA                                                   1973 - 1977


Director of Public Relations				                                           





Successfully developed strategies and executed programs for favorably influencing public and legislative opinions on behalf of the insurance industry.  Managed a three-person department.  





WCAU-TV CBS Television, Philadelphia, PA                                                                      1968 - 1973


News Reporter/Producer				





Covered Urban Affairs, labor and transportation beats.  Numerous special assignments for CBS Network News. Served as Managing Editor for weekend news programs. 





WPTV/WJVJ NBC Television, Miami, Fl						1965 - 1968


News Anchor/Reporter/Producer





Labor and general assignment reporter. Late evening news producer and weekend news anchor. Assigned to cover special projects for NBC News. Experienced television news cameraman.





EDUCATION





Rockefeller Foundation Fellow – Urban Studies, Columbia University Graduate School of Journalism New York, NY - 1971





BS Communications Emerson College, Boston, MA  1962





MEMBERSHIPS





Member, Public Relations Society of America


Member, Media Communications Association (ITVA)


